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This article was originally published in the Community Alliance (www.fresnoalliance.com), an 
independent print media based in Fresno California, and it’s reprinted with permission. 


omeless People from the Park Side 

area, Homeless Advocates from all over 

Fresno, and equally important, people 

from the neighborhood are ready to go 
to work on the Eco- Village Project, hopefully to 
begin construction of the first model in the Park 
Side Area. 


There are some haters of Homeless People in the 
hood, but, “NOT IN MY BACK YARD” does not 
usually apply in the Park Side area. Yes, there are 
two or three Homeless People who are total screw 
ups, putting it mildly, and a couple of lost 
children, (those with mental issues), but the 
people of the Park Side Community know who 
those two or three screw ups or lost children are, 
and the neighborhood deals with those 
individuals. 


The majority of the Homeless People that reside 
in the Park Side area have some skills, mostly in 
construction, or landscaping, and there are other 
skills also that some individuals have. They’re 
just lacking work to get back in pace with 
everyday life, and a place to live that doesn’t cost 
$1,500 or more to move into. By the time one 
becomes homeless, his/her credit is shot, gone, 
depleted. 


The Eco-Village Project gets people off the streets 
with a safe place to sleep, do their hygiene, even 
kick back and actually relax without having the 
Police or anyone telling you that you got to go. 
That is very important in a person’s life. That is a 
Human Right. That is within our reach as a 


community. 
continued on page three .... 
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just another rant 


janinebandcroft.blogspot.com 





Homelessness and poverty are often characterized in medical terms. 
You might have heard someone talk about “putting a bandaid on it.” 
It’s like this. If someone’s been cut, you want to stop the bleeding. 
Similarly, if someone’s homeless, the highly evolved among us 
want to provide immediate shelter. But over time bandaids aren’t 
enough — it’s the wound itself that needs to be redressed. 


I think we can all agree that the wound of homelessness is 
festering. Victoria's first official *Homeless Count" took place 
in Victoria on January 15th, 2005: 


* ...more than 150 community volunteers participated in a “rough 
count" ... the estimates ... indicated about 700 people [including] 
47 children dependent on someone who was homeless." 


In February 2007 over 60 social service providers and 220 
volunteers collected 815 questionnaires anonymously completed 
by citizens who were homeless or unstably housed, and this 
enumeration conservatively "identified 1,242 persons throughout 
the Capital Region who were homeless or unstably housed.” 


It's nearly 2011, and between the economic collapse (aka the 
inevitable failure of capitalism), the diversion of public funds to 
bailout the too-big-to-fail for-profit banks, the lack of a national 
housing program to promote co-operative or affordable rental 
units, the slashing of social programs to pay for the billion dollar 
Olympics, plus the lowest minimum wage in Canada and 
exorbitant housing prices, there's no reason to believe that the 
number of homeless people will be decreasing anytime soon. 
And it seems they've stopped counting. 


For those who care to do something about it there are, 
essentially, two ways to proceed. You can cling to the notion 
that capitalism and its imperialistic war-profiteering is the be-all 
and end-all economic model of all time, the only system 
imaginable, and create supports on behalf of the poor. Or you 
can realize poverty is a byproduct of a failed economic system 
that is paternalistic and self-aggrandizing, and work alongside 
the poor to heal the wounds and stop the bleeding altogether. 


While you're thinking about it, let me share some of what I' ve 
witnessed since 2004 when I founded this newspaper: 


* [n January 2004 a homeless man, David Arthur Johnston, 
insisted on the right to sleep outside on public property. He took 
up nightly residence at St. Ann's Academy, established as a place 
of refuge and currently owned by the Provincial Capital 
Commission. David was harassed, intimidated, and tortured 
with sleep deprivation. His journal is online at www.angelfire. 
com/apes/hatrackman/welcome.htm. 


* [n response homeless people and their friends inhabited Cridge 
Park. They did their best to feed and care for each other, and deal 
with drug dealers also interested in inhabiting the space. They 
received absolutely no assistance from the authorities and after 
some months the camp was declared a public mess (what would 
your house look like with no toilet, no garbage or recycling 
pickup?), firehoses were directed towards barbeques, and police 
tossed everyone's possessions in the garbage. 


* Lawyers Irene Faulkner and Cathie Boies Parker identified a 
City bylaw violating Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
which guarantees the universal right to life, liberty, and security of 
person. After a couple of years of toe-tapping and finger-wagging 
from the City and Province's lawyers, Madam Justice Carol Ross 
agreed it is unconstitutional to prevent homeless people, when 
there are no options available, from erecting protective shelter. 


* City Hall immediately voted to appeal, and imposed a 
nighttime only camping restriction. If you're homeless and sick, 
or working nights, don't even think about sleeping in the 
daytime. You must pack your soggy gear every morning, try to 
hang onto it all day, and hope to find a safe sleeping spot again 
the following night. 


* [n 2008 Victoria Police Chief Paul Battershill was put on admin- 
istrative leave and suspended with pay, about $150,000. Former 
Mayor Alan Lowe and the police board then hired the mostly 
ex-RCMP Jamie Graham who arrived from Vancouver surrounded 
with controversy, including the story of Frank Paul who froze to 
death in an alley due to police neglect, non-cooperation with an 
investigation into 50 allegations of police misconduct (he was 
found guilty of *discreditable conduct"), and an internal 
investigation after he left a used target practice sheet with bullet 
holes through the head of the silhouette on the desk of the city 
manager. Graham issued a written response: “The original gesture 
was made with only the most positive of intentions.” 


* [n late 2008 a municipal election resulted in a changing of the 


guards .... sort of. Councillor Dean became 
Mayor Dean, and voted to raise his pay 
from $74,458 to $97,760, and councilor 
salaries from $26,085 to $39,104. To their 
credit, they did uphold a 2007 decision to 
tax all of it, but the nighttime tent bylaw 
remained and the appeal of Madam Ross’ 
decision went ahead. The Times Colonist published an article 
titled “Welcome to your nightmare, Mr. Mayor:” 





Throughout the campaign we heard complaints that the election had 
been hijacked by downtown social issues -- homelessness, crime, 
mental illness, addictions -- better dealt with by federal and 
provincial governments than city hall. Too bad. Whether Victorians 
think the solution is free hugs and homes or a napalm strike on the 
Tent City, this is their dominant issue -- and if you're a politician, 
and the downtown circus is the biggest concern for your voters, you 
had better haul out the elephant-sized pooper scooper, overwhelmed 
by the job as you may be. An estimated 1,500 homeless people live 
-- if you can call it that -- in Greater Victoria. That includes 324 
individuals whom the police dealt with 23,000 times over a 
40-month period, spinning them through the revolving door that 
leads from the courts to the shelters to the streets to the hospitals. 
Council should be screaming about that, demanding senior 
government get engaged in a meaningful way. * 


Agreed. Victoria has a thriving and historic activist community. 
We are home to the original Raging Grannies, world renowned. 
We social justice activists would be happy to help elected officials 
demand fair play from any level of government. When's the rally? 


* [n the fall of 2010 City Council passed a new bylaw making it 
illegal for homeless people to tent on Pandora Green, an area 
that's well lit and near the Our Place daytime drop-in centre. 
Homeless people moved into adjacent neighbourhoods. One 
homeless bashing, by a city bylaw officer, has been reported. 


* Late October, two of three shelters closed. Yes, a shiny new 
improved shelter was opened in Rock Bay (on a small piece of 
greenspace that formerly had park status), and the Street Link 
folks were moved there, but approximately 70 others lost shelter 
at the onset of winter when the province stopped paying $35 per 
person for mat per night for shelter space. 


* Early November, Mayor Dean Fortin’s home was vandalized. 
Candidate for council Rose Henry found *Fuck the Homeless" 
painted in mud on the back of her truck. You've likely heard 
about ONE of these incidents. 


* Meanwhile, David Johnston and David Shebib challenged the 
nighttime only tent bylaw. The court was slow to reach a verdict, 
so in late October David Johnston broke the bylaw, ended up in 
Wilkinson Jail (again), and fasted through his 29 day sentence. 


To be fair, there have been some efforts to create affordable 
housing. Traveller's Inns 
will be subsidized by the 
Province until early 2011, but [- 
after that, who knows. 
Market rates? There’s 
supported housing under 
construction on Humboldt 
St., but CNIB housing was 
torn down to make way for it. 
Former resident Blind Kenny 
is still at Victoria General 
awaiting appropriate housing 
after his partner of 42 years 
died (see November Street Newz), and my two email requests for 
help from the Coalition to End Homelessness remain unanswered. 





There’s no doubt we’d all be worse off without the band-aids in 
the short term, but in the long term we need to address the 
wound. Capitalism doesn’t work. Its endless quest for “profit” 
exploits humans, and everything else on earth, and leaves a path 
of destruction in its wake. When people are employed to attend 
to the “homeless problem,” they’re also maintaining that same 
problem. It seems impossible to criticize a system you’re 
fundamentally a part of. Solutions to our problems won’t be 
found using the same methods of thinking that created them. 
People don’t work to make themselves obsolete. 


We all live on stolen native land. We are all infected with the 
colonialist paradigm. Can we work together to heal the wounds? 


Sources: 


! intraspec.ca/Homeless_Survey.pdf 


* communitycouncil.ca/pdf/HNS_Final_Report_2007 .pdf 

> www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/02/22/jamiegraham.html 

^ www.canada.com/Vvictoriatimescolonist/columnists/story.html?id=c9f75 19 1- 
ef4b-4cfa-b215-131c8eb4c74f 

? www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver. island. south/victorianews/news/105447643.html 
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Eco-Village Project .... continued from cover .... 


Most of the Homeless People in the Park Side area are very well known 
by those who live in the neighborhood, therefore they present virtually 
no problem or threat to the neighborhood. There are several whom you 
may see in public, consuming a beer, you may even see one or 

two smoking a joint. Duhhh. How many of you gotta have that beer, or 
shot of booze, or glass of wine, or smoke a joint when you get home, or 
inside to safety. Homeless People don't have the privy of going home 
to safety, or inside. Remember, they are homeless. Take away your 
walls to hide behind, (your house), and guess what - you're just like 
them, HOMELESS, but still a human being. 


What is so unique about the Eco- Village Project is that this is not a 
Rescue Mission, Povorello House kind of band-aid designed to 
maintain a consistent number of Homeless People in the area in order to 
receive more money for themselves. Nor is the Eco- Village Project an 
out-and-out hand-out, so people can sleep all day on the sidewalk and 
drink, do drugs and/or sell drugs. At least according to the Police 
Department, and most City Hall, and County Board of Supervisors 
members, that's exactly what Homeless People do in the downtown 
area. 


What the Eco- Village does offer is an opportunity for a person to actually 
take him/her self out of homelessness with dignity. These Studio type 
apartments will be built by Homeless People with construction skill and 
knowledge, with the help and guidance of college students from 3 or 4 
colleges and universities to include CSUF, Pacific College, Fresno City 
College, along with Art Dyson (a very prominent architect), and people 
from the neighborhood, among other people throughout the City. The 
Eco-village will have a resource area where the people residing in the 
Eco-Village will be able to support themselves. 


Art Dyson, who has attended and given lectures on Eco- Villages and 
Homelessness in various parts of the world to include Russia and Italy 
had the following to say: 


"Based on the premise that each citizen should enjoy basic rights to 
peaceful sleep, dignity, health, and a chance for employment and 
productive work, the Eco-Village concept emerged. The basic 
concept is a holistic approach to resolving the issue of 
homelessness. It will cultivate health and emerging leadership in 
the homeless community, ultimately empowering the homeless 
themselves to utilize their personal restoration as a catalyst to 
positive change in their lives, creating steady cultural adjustments 
that support sustainable and cooperative, healthy societies. Once 
built, it will be totally sustainable through alternative energy 
design, and income, generated by the particular economic 
component proposed for each village." 





This project isn't designed for all Homeless People in Fresno, but for 
approximately 40%, or 6 to 8 thousand out of 15 to 20,000 of Fresno's 
homeless population. We are asking the public, (the citizens of Fresno, 
and elsewhere), who wish to help in this humane Eco- Village project, by 
way of labor, materials, land, suggestions, and cash donations, to contact 
Al Williams at alphonsowill62€ yahoo.com, 
call (559)352-1979, or email Art Dyson 
(www.arthurdyson.com) at adyson@att.net. 

Al Williams is a veteran who lived without a home 
for 14 years. He’s grateful to be housed, and able 
to advocate for those less fortunate. Al’s also a 


fresnoalliance.com). 





Board member of the Community Alliance. (www. 


Steady As We Go by Brian Mason 


Matt Ridley’s latest book, The Rational Optimist, should have included a content warning for 
readers. Something like “Reading this book will make you want to scream, pull out your 
hair, and cheer — all at the same time.” His theory is simple, as are most explanations from 
the libertarian right: everything, on average and over time, just keeps getting better and better 
for humanity, and this upward trajectory of progress has been exponential over the past 200 
years. Complainers and pessimists have got it all wrong, contends Ridley. MODICO they 
haven’t bothered to check the facts. z 





According to Ridley, by all measures 

— wealth, literacy, education levels, 
sanitation, cheap energy, technology, life 
expectancy, infectious disease control, 
happiness, levels of consumption, material 
possessions — human beings, all 7 billion of 
them, are more affluent and better off than at 
any other time in human history. In fact, the 
nostalgic past was miserable for the majority 
of people most of the time. “The rich have 
got richer,” declares Ridley, “but the poor 
have done even better.” And amazingly, this 
has taken place during a time when world 
population kept doubling at an alarming rate. 





Things are wonderful, he insists, unless you happen to live in North Korea or one of the few 
other countries going backwards on the measured socio-economic indicators. Or if you are 
amongst those unfortunate peoples, like the homeless in Victoria or the street dwellers of 
Calcutta, whose levels of poverty lower the statistical mean for the rest of us. And therein 
lies the problem, which Ridley smoothly skates over with his abundance of averages. Like a 
uniform coat of new paint on a flawed structure, averages disguise many cracks. None of us 
leads our life perched on the crest of an average or surfing forever ahead of the wave. 
Averages are for the long haul and distances; individual lives are short, right here, right now. 


Dr. Ridley (he has a Ph.D. in zoology), until recently the non-executive chairman of Northern 
Rock, one of the first banks in England to require a government bailout during the recent 
worldwide financial crisis, had a long association as a journalist with the pro-globalisation, 
conservative British newsweekly The Economist. To be clear, he’s one of the privileged 
whose financial circumstances and station in life serve to raise the average wealth indicator 
for humanity overall. Nevertheless, Ridley’s underlying argument can seem persuasive, 
buttressed as it is with an abundance of data. 


Once humans seriously began to exchange (which, for Ridley, is the operative word) goods 
and ideas, they discovered specialisation, and this in turn encouraged innovation. That’s when 
the churning began. As all the parts of this equation started to feed off one another — Ridley 
prefers the metaphor of sex, wherein “for culture to turn cumulative, ideas needed to meet and 
mate” — progress was born. Since then, the pathway of human life has wound ever upward. 


Not unexpectedly, there are competing views about the merits of progress, as the concept is 
commonly understood today. French scientist and theologian Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, for 
one, found that “progress itself implies an unquenchable force that insists on the destruction 
of everything which has outlived its time.” Progress, in other words, can be a wrenchingly 
turbulent, even violent, intrusion for those living through times when the pace — or the scale 
— of change is great. Many would argue we are living in such an era today, and have been 
since the beginning of the industrial revolution. For Ridley, none of this represents a 
problem. On the contrary, problems and crises arise whenever anyone — usually a nannying 
government or a complacently huge corporation — tries to interfere with, regulate or slow 
down the organic fusion of mating ideas, the marketplace of exchange. “Let my people go" 
would seem to be his rallying cry. His answer to everything is the same: “The human race 
has become a collective problem-solving machine,” like a group brain — or a marvelous 
orchestra that plays nothing but the finest of symphonies. 


For those who still would desire the slowing of progress Ridley has but one question: When? 
Before or after the discovery of a cure for cancer? Of a vaccine for Aids? Or shall we wait 
until quantum mechanics has been reconciled with general relativity and the weak force of 
gravity? Ridley foresees dire consequences for any nation daring to withdraw from the 
global exchange system: “Increasing self-sufficiency is the very signature of a civilisation 
under stress, ... the definition of a falling standard of living.” He thus takes direct aim at the 
local organic food-security movement. Don’t grow your own! he wants to say. Let the 
specialists, the low-paid migrant workers on huge monoculture farms in California, grow it 
for you and have it brought to your neighbourhood supermarket where you can buy your food 
with a small percentage of the earnings from your higher paying specialist job in the 
technology sector. That’s the way the system works. Don’t mess with something that 
benefits (to varying degrees) everybody along the supply chain. In Ridley’s view, those 
migrant workers would otherwise be wallowing in abject poverty in the outbacks of Mexico. 


Very well, then. In closing, let me punt a non-average statistic in Matt’s direction: over the 
past five years, BC has added a net grand total of only 280 social housing units. That’s not an 
average. It’s the grand total for five years for the entire province. Would that be progress — or 
just bad social policy? Or try this one: the UN estimates that 36 million people die of hunger 
and malnutrition every year. People, not averages. Say when. 


Victoria Street Newz : ; 
December 2010, Volume 7 #9 rl'eaiona | newz archives & more at relativenewz.ca 4 


NO EXIT 


^ CONSUMER 














© Andy Singer. 
77753 Gordo Bye 
ME HEU statement on Premie 


The Hospital Employees’ 
Union says that under Gordon 
Campbell’s premiership, B.C. 
has undergone massive 
privatization of health care 
services, unprecedented 
attacks on the rights of health 
care workers, and growing 
instability and chaos on health 
care’s front lines. 





But the union says that it is 
important to remember that 
the premier did not act alone, 
and that the entire B.C. 
Liberal cabinet and caucus 
must be accountable for the 
damage done to health care 
and to the workers’ rights. 


HEU secretary-business 
manager Judy Darcy says that 
the policies of the Campbell ie 
Liberal government have pushed hundreds of millions of health care dollars into the 
pockets of private corporations through the privatization of everything from seniors’ care 
facilities to hospital cleaning to patient food services. 


“This has undermined the quality of care for patients and seniors and has destroyed 
thousands of decent, family supporting jobs in communities across B.C.," says Darcy. 


She says that for HEU members, Gordon Campbell will be remembered first and foremost 
as the politician who ripped up their collective agreements despite promising not to — and 


Police-involved death stats highest in BC o: stis back their wages unitaterany. 


In January 2002, the Campbell government passed Bill 
29 — a law that tore up legally negotiated collective 
agreements and cleared the way for massive layoffs and 
contracting out in the sector. 


The BCCLA has released a new report that says B.C. has more than twice as 
many jail and police-involved deaths as Ontario, even though Ontario has three 
times the population. With 267 deaths over the last 15 years, B.C. had the 
largest number of deaths per year of any of the six provinces and territories for 
which numbers were available.’ 


The RCMP released figures November 11th that confirm these findings “It 
took the RCMP two weeks to get numbers it took us months to get even close 
to,” noted Eby. “Nobody is better placed to collect, compare and publish these 
statistics than the RCMP, and we urge them to do so not just for public relations 
purposes, but to actually improve the way they deliver police services.” 


The RCMP have not refuted the BCCLA’s figure of 267 police deaths in B.C., 
which has a population of approximately 4,531,000 people according to Statistics 
Canada. The RCMP press release says that Ontario had 316 police deaths over 
the same period and Ontario’s population is 13,210,700 according to Statistics cat Vu 
Canada. By simple division, Ontario had 1 death for every 41,806 people. B.C. E CORDON H +". EM 
had 1 death for every 16,970 people, or a rate 2.5 times higher than Ontario's. 0026 3209 
OLIO 037 


In 2007, the Supreme Court of Canada later struck 
down key provisions of Bill 29 as an unconstitutional 
attack on the rights of union members to engage in 
collective bargaining. The Campbell government later 
agreed to pay out more than $80 million to impacted 
union members. 


In 2004, the Campbell Liberals unilaterally rolled back 
the wages of health care workers by an unprecedented 
15 per cent. 


HEU (HEU org) represents 43,000 workers in every area of 
health care and community social services throughout the 
province. 

The BCCLA says this information calls out for the B.C. government to reform 
how these jail and police-related deaths are investigated and how they can be 
prevented. 


[For more: 100 reasons Gordon Campbell must go - lailayuile. 
wordpress .com/ 100-reasons-gordon-campbell-must-go ] 


StudentAid BC cuts up 28% since 2009 


“BC families are bearing a wildly disproportionate share of the cuts and tax increases,” said 
Reid, referring to tuition fees and the HST. “BC’s wealthiest taxpayers and large industry are 
The B.C. government promised following the Dziekanski Taser Inquiry to escaping any responsibility for balancing the budget." 

establish a civilian investigative agency to investigate all cases of death or 
serious harm caused by police. Chief Constable Jim Chu of the Vancouver 
Police Department recently suggested that the new civilian agency should 
investigate all complaints against police, an idea that the BCCLA supports. * revenue from tuition fees will surpass corporate International 


“While public discussion about the scope of the new civilian investigative agency | I! *9me taxes by $288 million in 2010 Students Movement 
is going on, the province does not seem to be participating," said Robert Holmes, | * per-student funding will decline by 196 mm | 

President of the BCCLA. "Unfortunately, after making a commitment, the : EP 
Province has not yet been openly asking for help on how to proceed. We need to student aid will suffer a 28% cut 

learn from other jurisdictions’ experiences and prevent these needless deaths.” The Canadian Federation of Students-British 


The BCCLA’s report examines the phenomenon of in-custody deaths with new Columbia is BC's provincial student organization, 
statistics and reports from across Canada into in custody deaths, as well representing 150,000 university and college students 
analyzes national and international civilian investigation bodies, and how those | at all levels of post-secondary education in BC. It is 
bodies have functioned. B.C. is policed primarily by the RCMP under contract non-partisan and affiliated with Canada’s largest 
with the provincial government. national student organization, the Canadian 

Sourcer Federation of Students. 

! www.bccla.org/othercontent/Police_involved_deaths pdf 





“Our research shows that one person died every three weeks in B.C. in jail or as 
a result of police action between 1992 and 2007,” said David MacAlister, 
Director of the Institute for Studies in Criminal Justice Policy at SFU, and 
author of the report. “With 267 deaths in 15 years, we need to make sure that 
investigations are done properly to emphasize accountability and prevention.” 


Tuition fees will also continue to rise this year while per-student funding declines. In sum, 
the budget shows a troublesome outlook for post-secondary education: 


for Free and Emancipating 
? be.rcmp.ca/ViewPage action? siteNodeld=50&languageld=1 &contentld=17514 For more information: debtsentence.ca/content/59 Education 
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An interview with the Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness 


I. How and why was the Coalition created? What is its 
relationship to the City of Victoria? 


In 2007, Mayor Alan Lowe established a task force to 
examine the issues of mental health, addictions and 
homelessness in our region. A report was released 

- Breaking the Cycle of Mental Illness, Addictions and 
Homelessness (www.victoria.ca/cityhall/tskfrc. brcycl. 
shtml) — and one of the recommendations was to form a 
Coalition of all the interested organizations so they would 
work together to determine the root causes of 
homelessness, the impact of living homeless, and ways to 
fund and build housing that responds to people's needs. 


Mayor Dean Fortin has kept the momentum going. Taking 
over from Mayor Lowe as co-chair, he and Co-chair Tony 
Joe work tirelessly to keep everyone informed, ensure all 
the parties are working towards a common goal and taking 
positive actions such as the purchase of the two Traveller's 
Inns. 


The City of Victoria is a huge champion, and works with 
the Coalition partners, including the provincial and federal 
governments, to source funds to increase the supply of 
permanent housing in Greater Victoria. 


2. What is the Coalition’s stated mandate or mission? 
Our mission is to end homelessness by 2018. 


The Coalition was created as an umbrella organization to 
bring all the key stakeholders (non-profits, private sector, 
community members, the faith community and govern- 
ment) to work together on addressing the need for 
permanent supported housing in the Capital Regional 
District (CRD). 


The goals are to work with partner agencies to house and 
support those who are homeless, prevent homelessness 
from occurring in the future, and provide leadership and 
coordination to end homelessness in our community. The 
work of the Coalition is only part of the solution. Every 
municipality, business and resident in the CRD has a role 
to play in creating a community where every person has a 
place to call home. 


The Coalition embraces the Housing First philosophy 
which states that housing is a right, and everyone is ready 
to be housed regardless of their circumstances and 
behaviours. Once people are housed, they should be 
provided with the unique supports they require in order to 
stabilize and progress after they have been housed, 
whether it's help with budgeting and outfitting their new 
homes, or making appointments and applying to have their 
identification replaced. 


3. How is the Coalition funded? Are its financial 
documents available to the public? 


The City of Victoria provides the Coalition with $100,000 
per year. The Victoria Foundation grant of $50,000 plus 
the matching community donations of $78,742.75 has 
been set aside for the Streets to Homes pilot program. 
Streets to Homes aims to house 120 people with visible 
signs of mental illness or addictions in private market 
housing and provide them with the supports they need to 
ensure a successful long-term tenancy. 


Our financial documents are available on 
our website: www.solvehomelessness.ca. 


4. What's the official structure of the | 
Coalition? Is it a registered Non-Profit, a 
registered Charitable Organization, a 
Co-operative, or a Private Enterprise? 


The Coalition is a non-profit society 
registered in the province of British 
Columbia. 


5. How are decisions made at the 
Coalition? Is there a board of directors? 
If yes, are they paid a salary or 
honorarium? If not, who are the people 
responsible for setting the agenda? How 
often do they meet? 


The Coalition is led by our Leadership 
Council — essentially our board — which is 
Co-chaired by Mayor Dean Fortin and 
Tony Joe, a member of the local business 


community. The balance of the Leadership Council 
comprises representatives from our partners/collaborators 
in all the sectors such as the United Way, Greater Victoria 
Chamber of Commerce, Vancouver Island Health 
Authority, University of Victoria, Victoria Foundation, the 
Capital Regional District, the faith community, and all 
levels of government. A full list of Leadership Council 
members is available on our website: www.solvehomeless- 
ness.ca. 


No one on the Leadership Council, working groups or 
committees is paid a salary or honorarium. A few are 
private citizens who volunteer their time, while others 
represent their employers. In fact, we don't even pay for 
parking or transportation! Each committee meets formally 
once a month, although many smaller meetings take place 
each week to accomplish the work we've determined. 


6. How many paid employees work at the Coalition to 
End Homelessness? What are their position titles and 
responsibilities? 


We have three paid employees who provide management 
and administrative support to the Leadership Council and 
all the working groups and committees. 


7. How many people volunteer with the Coalition? What 
sort of tasks are they involved with? 


We have a variety of volunteer opportunities and typically 
put a call out for volunteers to assist with special events. 
For example, over 100 people helped with the organization 
and hosting of Project Connect on October 13th at Our 
Place during Homelessness Action Week. 


We also have a person who volunteers in our office to help 
with administrative tasks, such as compiling mailing lists, 
updating databases of projects or newsletter mail outs, 
online research and filing. We are looking for a few more 
volunteers to help in this area. 


8. Your office is located next to the Our Place drop-in 
centre on Pandora St. Do you have a working 
relationship with the people there? How many homeless, 
formerly homeless, or low income people are in advisory 
positions at the Coalition? 


One of the Coalition's priorities is to strengthen our 
relationships with partners such as Our Place. We 
collaborate on an ongoing basis on specific projects such as 
Streets to Homes and recently we co-hosted Project 
Connect, which attracted over 600 participants. The event 
was awesome because it created a great opportunity for the 
wider community to give generously, donate their time, and 
engage with the Coalition about the issues related to poverty 
and homelessness. Also, our communications staff, along 
with their colleagues at other local organizations such as 
Cool Aid Society and the City of Victoria, have been 
working together to ensure accurate, consistent information 
is available to everyone who needs it. They've been working 
together to communicate about subjects like the number of 
shelter beds in the city, what new housing is expected over 
the next six months, and more. It's important that we all 
understand and have access to timely information. 


Homeless and formerly homeless people work with the 





Coalition on the Experiential Advisory Group, which is 
being revived as we complete this interview. These 
volunteers help staff and committee members by ensuring 
we understand the realities of poverty and living homeless, 
and provide a reality check that informs our decision 
making. This group was inactive for several months, but 
will start meeting monthly. 


9. Which other community organizations do you work or 
partner with? 


It's along list! Community engagement is one of our 
priorities. This means a deliberate effort is being made to 
reach out to the other municipalities and electoral areas 
such as Salt Spring Island. Case in point, recently we 
visited Salt Spring Island Community Services in an effort 
to better understand the services they offer and the issues 
on the island related to poverty and homelessness. 


Some of our collaborators include: 


BC Housing, Burnside Gorge Community Centre, Capital 
Regional District, City of Victoria, Community Social 
Planning Council, Downtown Victoria Business Associa- 
tion, Downtown Churches, Greater Victoria Chamber of 
Commerce, M'akola Housing Society, Our Place Society, 
Pacifica Housing. Province of BC, Salt Spring Island 
Community Services, Salvation Army, Service Canada, The 
Cridge Centre for the Family, Threshold Housing Society, 
United Way of Greater Victoria, University of Victoria, 
Vancouver Island Health Authority, Victoria Cool Aid 
Society, Victoria Foundation, Victoria Native Friendship 
Centre, Victoria Police, Victoria Real Estate Board. 


10. Some people get the Coalition to End Homelessness 
and the Committee to End Homelessness confused. 
What’s the difference between these two groups? 


The Coalition brings together decision makers, funders 
and service providers to meet at the same table. This is 
where decisions are often made to invest in new housing 
and initiate projects. I believe that between us, the 
Coalition and the Committee are bringing an elevated level 
of attention to the problems of homelessness and poverty 
in our community. I’ve committed to attend Committee to 
End Homelessness meetings once per month in an effort to 
strengthen our level of engagement and bridge the gap 
between the two organizations, which are both committed 
to a similar end result. 


L. Since its inception, what has the Coalition 
accomplished in its quest to “End Homelessness?” 


The Coalition’s first year was spent largely on determining 
how much and what kinds of housing were required, 
bringing together the right community partners to achieve 
that goal, securing financing, and finally getting the 
projects underway. 


By June 2010, Coalition partners helped 662 people who 
had been homeless find housing; over 400 remained 
housed after six months. Since then, the Streets to Homes 
program has gotten underway, so far housing almost two 
dozen people, some in private market housing and the 
balance in transitional housing until more permanent 
housing becomes available. 


Other housing projects either completed in 2010 or to be 

: completed in 2011, will create another 201 
homes for homeless individuals or families. 
These include the two Traveller's Inns, the 
conversion of Streetlink shelter into supported 
housing, a building on Humboldt Street 
(which will be operated by Pacifica Housing), 
and Olympic Vista on Carey Road (which 
will be operated by Cool Aid). 


Coalition partners have also created a 
Prevention Plan that identifies gaps in our 
society that allow people to slide into 
homelessness. We are working collaboratively 
to prevent people from losing their homes. 


12. How can people learn more about the 
Coalition, or get involved? 


We encourage people to go to our website, 
join our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
homeforhope), and sign up for our newsletter 
or volunteer by emailing administrator@ 
solvehomelessness.ca. 
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Anatomy of a Hero 
by Ernie Tadla 


Where it all began 


Joe Motuz was born March 6, 1949 in St. Boniface, 
Manitoba, a Métis of part French and part Woodland 
Cree blood, not knowing his father, rejected by his 
mother. 


e sexually abused at 4 years of age, by the baby-sitter at 
his first foster home. 


e sexually abused at 9 years old by a Catholic priest at a 
Bible camp while at his second foster home. 


e at 11 years of age and at his third foster farm home, he 
was treated like a slave, being woken up at 4 am to do 
farm chores before going to school, then after school and 
dinner doing farm work, until 11 pm. He was locked up 
in the basement regularly. He was regularly beaten and 
treated worse than the farm animals. 


e at 14, he finally was placed in a care facility where an 
older woman rebuilt his health and treated him like a 
human being. 


e at 17, he tracked down his mother in Thunder Bay, 
where she totally rejected him again which pushed him 
into a nervous breakdown and he was hospitalized in the 
Lakehead Psychiatric Hospital where for 4 years he 
received shock therapy and drug therapy, being released 
at 21 years of age with no backup support system. 


Arriving at homelessness 


Then began his trip into alcohol, drugs, crime, jail, police 
brutality, over-doses, a gang mugging that precipitated 
black outs, short term memory loss and an onset of 
epilepsy. While in Toronto he committed break & 
entering, shoplifting, and a single armed robbery with 
bodily harm crime in order to survive. He did 6 months 
dead time in the Don Jail. His brother George, a bailiff, 
bailed him out. He received probation, no jail time. He 
has received the last rites 5 times due to over-doses. He 
was associated with criminal elements while he was on the 
streets. He lived for today and didn't care about tomorrow. 


Experiencing many periods of homelessness, he slept in 
back alleys, doorways, parks, campsites, and rooftops and 
underneath bushes, in the cold of Canadian winters as well 
as summer. One morning after a night of drugs and 
alcohol he woke up in a Chinese restaurant garbage bin 
covered with Chinese noodles. 


Living this lifestyle is not conducive to having normal 
relationships. Attempts to be a husband and father in this 
milieu were bound to fail. Four failed marriages 
producing 5 children were the result. 


Change begins with a defining moment 


It was in 1982, upon the birth of his fifth child, that Joe 
got sick and tired of his lifestyle. He made up his mind, 
he made a decision, on his own, to stop all drugs and 
alcohol. He made up his mind to stop, cold turkey! For 
5 days he suffered the sickness of withdrawal, shaking 
and the DTs. Joe has been drug and alcohol free since 
then, 28 years! 


To keep his mind off the drag and pull of drugs and 
booze he returned back to nature, spending hours 


local hero newz 
Joe Motuz 





walking in Beacon Hill Park and up and down Dallas 
Road and other nature areas. He reconnected with his 
spiritual past with First Nation Elders and Métis Elders. 
He reached out for help and began taking counseling 
with the Canadian Mental Health Association that 
continues to this day. 


He brought back his skills in creating and selling jewelry 
on the streets of Victoria. He began what he euphemisti- 
cally calls “treasure hunting,” collecting bottles, cans and 
re-sellables from on the streets and back alleys. He 
started street selling the Victoria Street Newz. He took 
on many odd jobs. Joe has been on the welfare system 
most of his life. While he was on the system, he declared 
his jewelry earnings and whatever else he earned while 
he was working. 


The spiritual re-birth 


Joe underwent a period of learning about himself, Nature, 
his world. He accepted the idea of a Higher Power/ 
Creator, the power of healing, the power of prayer, and of 
sharing. In 1990 it all came together for him. This is not 
an instant process, not a one-day cures all. 


Now 


Today, Joe at 61 years of age is living well, with dignity, 
independence, and comfort, in a very nice, clean, well cared 
for apartment. Periodically he requires home care service 
and for more than half the time he pays for this personally. 


He is Vice-President of the “Action Committee Of 
People With Disabilities" and member of the Board. 
This is a non-profit organization whose aim is to assist/ 
advocate for people with disabilities. Joe has been with 
the organization for two & half years and continues to 
learn and grow. He enjoys working with the people at 
ACPD and those associated with it. 


He is devoted to making it on his own and being of 
service to others, helping, not preaching, but by sharing. 
Joe is a very busy man, sharing his life by teaching, 
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speaking, helping the homeless. He gives money to 
those caught in month-end binds. When I was invited 
into his home, I saw extra backup supplies on a shelf in 
his clean, tidy and well-appointed kitchen. If anyone 
comes to his door, he will share whatever he has. He 
receives many donations of food and clothing that are 
distributed to his brothers and sisters on the street and 
anyone else who is in need. 


Joe loves all his homeless brothers and sisters in a 
non-judgmental way. He accepts them all the way they 
are, no matter what nationality they are. He feels everyone 
is equal in the Creator's eyes. Joe is a Métis Elder. 


To Joe, the past is the past. Family is now very important 
to him. He loves all his family. Twenty-three years ago, 
he met a lady on the streets of Victoria. She has played 
an important part of his life since then. He has taken her 
son into his heart as his grandson. 


In Joe’s words 


“The Homeless are my brothers and sisters. We are all 
equal in the Creator s eyes. I accept them they way they 
are. They have been part of me for many many moons. I 
always look for their good side, their humour, their 
qualities and their personalities. Until we walk a mile in 
their moccasins, we have no right to judge, and even after. 


I am an outdoors individual. I love the woods, the lakes 
and streams. Anywhere there is wildlife there is beauty, 
peace and tranquility. I love to watch wild animals, birds, 
and insects, make a campfire, and breathe fresh air. 


Surviving all these years by your wits, street knowledge 
is a feat in itself. It will take all I have to survive till my 
journey ends. I have many challenges ahead. 


In the future I hope to live peacefully with humankind 
and myself. I want to remain independent and keep my 
dignity. I count all my blessings, because there are people 
worse off than me." 


Joe's impact on me 


Two months ago, I was a typical Victoria citizen, 
frustrated, angry, judgmental, self-righteous, negative 
bordering on hostile toward our Victoria homeless. 
Reading the book City of Gardens: The Other Side of the 
Fence, a 2008 book about the homeless in Victoria, 
creaked open my mind. I am undertaking to create this 
series of introducing you to the human stories about other 
homeless people who have successfully crossed over the 
bridge from homeless to the homed. 


Meeting, getting to know Joe, being invited into his home 
has been a paradigm changing, uplifting, inspirational 
high point in my life. How many attitude changing high 
point moments have you experienced lately? 


In a sense, many of us are homeless also, but in our soul. 
Oh we have homes, drive nice cars, have jobs, friends, 
and nice clothes, fly to Mexico, etc. I don't know many 
people,like Joe who have found a peace, a purpose, a 
happiness and satisfaction as he expresses in the 
quotation below. Can you say to yourself what Joe 
writes in the last paragraph below? If you can't, you are 
just as homeless as Joe used to be, not physically, but 
spiritually. 


If you or someone you know would like to participate in 
a similar Hope Heroine/Hero for the Hopeless Homeless 
profile, please contact Ernie at ernie@tadla.ca. 





Remembering Bernice Levitz-Packford 1915-2010 





On Sunday afternoon, October 17, in the warm autumn sun, a plaque was 
unveiled for our beloved local social activist Bernice Levitz-Packford who died 
earlier this year. A crowd of about 100, family, friends and acquaintances were 
gathered at the Victoria Jewish Cemetery. Amidst tombstones dating back to the 
mid eighteen hundreds, we stood there silently together first, then reminiscing, 
later humming and singing Hebrew tunes and listening to readings from the old 
Testament and the homily given by her daughter Leah. It was moving and 
emotional and we felt humble and inspired by this great citizen who did not leave 
a stone unturned and followed her conscience till her last breath. 


Her legacy to us is on her tombstone: 
JUSTICE, JUSTICE, SHALL YOU PURSUE. 


Respectfully submitted by Philip Symons and Marya Nijland 
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Our homeless 
neighbours are still 
waiting for housing 


By Spencer Chandra Herbert 


Every day, I hear from Vancouverites and British 
Columbians that they want to see an end to 
homelessness. 


They want “action yesterday” to get people who 
are sleeping in our doorsteps, in our parks, and 
in our alleyways brought inside to a place where 
they can get the support they need to live a full, 
safe, and productive life. 


As I’ve said before, and say again—our 
homeless neighbours are tired of being stepped 
over, and we don't want to, and shouldn't have 
to continue stepping over them. 


In the last two years, at least four homeless 
residents in the West End have died. I think of 
Tracey, Ken, Ed, and Jeremy. Each of their 
stories are different, and I can't say I knew any 
of them too well. But I knew them as people 
who'd had a rough go, had warm hearts, and 
cared about their fellow citizens. They were 
British Columbians like you and I— they just 
didn't have a home. 


On October 21, we lost Ken Chartrand to the 
hardships of the street, and homelessness. Ken 
was a soft-spoken man, who I’m told used to 
live in an apartment in the West End after 
attending the University in Manitoba. 
Somewhere along the way, he ended up on the 
streets, where he died alone in a wheelchair, and 
unnoticed for hours. 


But Ken was a man who did have friends and 
support in our community. I know of at least five 
different people and organizations, including my 
office, who tried to find Ken a place to live but 
were told again and again nothing was available. 


How is it that we've gotten to a place in society 
where a homeless senior, with ailing health, 
could not get into supportive housing, and was 
left to suffer on the street? 


The B.C. Liberal government has told 
Vancouverites for years that they will build 
supportive housing to get people off the streets 
in our city. In 2007, we were told the housing 
would be open before the Olympics if the city 
provided the land. The city did, and now three 
years later, none of the projects are complete, 
and less than half have broken ground. 


The Olympics have come and gone and the 
homeless are still on the same streets they were 
before. This is clearly unacceptable. We can and 
must do better. 


The last two winters the city and province did 
the right thing and opened temporary shelters, 
which filled up right away. But this year we still 
have no commitment from the B.C. government 
that these shelters will open at all. 


This is wrong. Homelessness has doubled in the 
last decade under this government. 


I don't want to live in a society where it has 
become a regular occurrence that people die 
homeless on our streets. I believe we're better 
than that as a people, as a community, and as a 
compassionate province. In memory of Ken, 
Tracey, Ed, Jeremy, and for all of those still 
struggling on our streets, let's prove it. 

Spencer Chandra Herbert (www.spencerchandraherbert.ca) is 


the NDP MLA for Vancouver-West End. This article was 
originally published in The Straight (www.straight.com). 
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What The Women in Nis Oaid 


by Betty Krawczyk 


Having spent a considerable amount of time in British Columbia's 
jails and prison over eco-disputes (my objection to the rapid 
deforestation of this province) I have always listened to any 
conversation going on around me with the ear of a journalist (that's 
what I am, in addition to being an activist). As the women prisoners 
accepted me as a criminal (after all, that's what the Attorney 
General said I was), the inmates spoke freely before me. AndI 
didn't flinch from these women's stories of child rape and family 
abuse, poverty, addictions, pimps, violence, gangs, and the means 
they employed to survive, as they were truth telling as they had 
experienced it. And at age 82 I am reasonably shock proof. Except 
one story I heard over and over from many different women, stories 
repeated endlessly in the prison compound and prison yard. It was 
about the Pickton farm and the murdered women. 


At first I didn't believe these stories, stories that went above and 
beyond the fact that an insane man had killed sex trade workers 
and fed them to his pigs. But the reasons behind this as described 
by the women, were simply too ghastly to be true. I dismissed 
the stories completely. The police, the RCMP, the provincial 
government just could not allow such things to happen as these 
stories suggested, the ones circulating in prison, especially in 

a civilized country and province like British Columbia. There 
just simply could not be any elevation of degradation beyond 
killing women and feeding their bodies to pigs. Even when a 
jury convicted Pickton of second degree murder because, as I 
understood it, they believed other people must have been involved, 
I did not want to give credence to these inmate's stories. But 
lately, I'm not so sure. And these doubts have been prompted, by 
of all things, an article in the Times Colonist: Sept. 29, Pickton 
inquiry already off track. 


"Former attorney general Wally Oppal is the wrong choice to head 
the Pickton inquiry. Its credibility has been dealt a serious blow 
before the work even begins." 


And the article goes on to point out that Oppal's appointment 
creates a perception of bias and conflict of interest. As former 
attorney general he sat at the cabinet table and discussed policy 
issues that could well be part of the inquiry's focus. And he 
defended the Liberal government's position on policing and other 
relevant issues. 


When he was Attorney General he tried to keep evidence from 

an inquiry into the death of Frank Paul, a native man dumped 

in an alleyway and left to die and he was, until he was defeated 
16 months ago, a partisan politician. That is, a liberal hack. And 
Oppal will not, according to The Times Colonist (hardly a left 
leaning paper) recommend for sweeping change, including a 
regional police force, and the very terms of reference will prevent 
the commission from addressing relevant issues like how did it 
happen that these women's disappearance was treated so trivially 
by everybody in charge? The women I heard talk in prison think 
they know. They think the grisly truth is that criminal gangs 
were making “snuff” films at Pickton’s | 
farm. Evidently there are men in the world 
who will pay big money for videos of 
women being murdered and dismembered. 
Could it be true? Well, certainly Wally 
Oppal’s commission won’t find out. 


Betty Shiver Krawczyk is a Louisiana born, BC 
based environmental activist, eco-feminist writer, 
great-grandmother, author and former political 
candidate. Betty blogs at bettysearlyedition. 
blogspot.com. 





archives & more at relativenewz.ca 7 


The Tail Wagging the Dog 


by James Taggart 


After the latest economic meltdown I think we can all 
agree that there is no such thing as a free market 
economy. When push came to shove the global 
conservative movement abandoned their high and 
mighty economic philosophy and demanded welfare. 
Their political lackeys were all too ready to satisfy 
their masters. What a pathetic sham is the capitalist 
scam. 


Those same parasites that have long manipulated our 
laws and tax system for their personal gain, while 
looking down on those without wealth for demanding 
welfare, universal health care and unemployment 
insurance, have turned out to be corporate socialists. 
The worst kind of socialists. Not the kind that is 
ashamed to stand up and demand a significant 
redistribution of wealth. But the kind that claim they’re 
one thing when in fact they are something quite 
different. More like a liberal than anything else. 


If the world’s nations had allowed their financial 
institutions and large corporations to fail, we would 
most certainly have a free market economy. But they 
didn’t and we don’t. The conservative model is a 
fallacy; big surprise. 


It only goes to prove, the world is a collection of 
national oligarchies that make up the rules as they go. 
An oligarchy is nothing if not pragmatic. Competing 
political ideologies are a distraction for the masses. The 
new religions of the twentieth century. Religions where 
god has been replaced by the almighty dollar. Ideology 
is a means to confuse and divert our attention away 
from the oligarchy maintaining its privilege and 
authority. It will act like a socialist, liberal or 
conservative depending on which one will help 
maintain the illusion of control. 


Instead of re-evaluating their values, the conservatives/ 
liberals still refuse to acknowledge that the emperor is 
not wearing any clothes. A growing number of their 
ranks now claim that the world's financial institutions 
should have been allowed to fail. Easy, now. Where 
were their voices when the value of their stock 
portfolios and corporations were in free fall? Where 
was their faith in demand and supply, trickle down 
theory and laissez faire approach to market economies 
when the over inflated value of their wealth was about 
to be readjusted? 


Having the free market call the shots is like the tail 
wagging the dog. The market is a human construct. 
Humans are not a construct of the market. The market 
is a natural extension of human societies, as entrepre- 
neurism is an extension of the human spirit. But, we 
should not get confused about the chain of command. A 
society cannot let the market run rampant because the 
market is amoral. Humanity is a social animal, we 
cannot afford to be amoral. A harmonious society 
cannot exist without morality. Without morality we will 
destroy our environment and ourselves. 


Pragmatic nationalism, with a view to fellowship with 
all nations, is what most Canadians need and want. A 
planned economy, where Canadian resources go where 
they are needed the most. This can only be managed by 
government. Government that is not corrupted by 
special interests that seek to gain privilege and 
authority at the expense of those less capable of 
competing or with less influence. Certain sectors of the 
economy should be dominated by non-profit co-ops 
(e.g. insurance). Other parts of the economy should be 
the domain of the entrepreneur (e.g. retail). And, still 
others should be strictly under the management of 
government (e.g. finance). To a degree this is being 
done now. Unfortunately, it is being done to benefit a 
small minority. 


Don't give up people. There are solutions to the 
challenges that make up the human condition. This is 
one of mine. What are yours? 
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Police Oversight Conference in Seattle Ignores Recent High-Profile Killing by Seattle Cop 


Association for Community Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACOLE in 

the US, or CACOLE in Canada). On the face of it Seattle might seem like 
a good place to hold such a conference. The city has a fairly extensive police 
oversight system that includes a professional accountability office headed by a 
civilian, a professional auditor, and a civilian review board. Seattle also has a 
human rights commission that is supposed to work with the police to make sure 
citizens’ rights are not being violated, and the city has a very active ACLU that 
works closely with the monitoring entities. In some ways, therefore, Seattle seems 
like an ideal venue for exploring the options in police oversight work. 


| ast September Seattle was the site of the national conference of the National 


However, Seattle also has its problems. There was a highly controversial police 
shooting on the afternoon of August 30, 2010. On that day, just three weeks 
before the opening day of the NACOLE conference, a white Seattle police officer 
shot and killed John T. Williams, a First Nations woodcarver from the Nuu-Chah- 
Nulth Ditidaht Nation in British 
Columbia. The victim made his living 
carving totems in the native style and 
selling them in Seattle. Williams, who 
was deaf in one ear and was listening to 
music in an ear bud in his other ear, 
apparently did not hear the officer's 
command to drop the carving knife with 
which he had been working. 


The First Nations peoples of the 
Northwest were outraged; to them, it 
looked like a clear-cut case of racial 
profiling. Williams was not engaged in 
any threatening behavior, and the police 
admitted that they had not received any 
complaint calls about him. Did the 
small wood-carving knife pose an 
exaggerated threat in the mind of the 
white officer because of the race of the 
person holding the tool? That is one of 
those imponderables that it is difficult 
either to prove or to disprove. 


and 2007. 


For provinces in which race was noted of those who died in custody, 55% 
(Yukon) and 38% (Saskatchewan) were aboriginal. 


Meanwhile, the Seattle police 
department’s credibility with communi- 
ties of color has dropped precipitously. 
Three weeks after the Williams incident they announced a major police department 
reorganization, part of which involved demoting the officer who headed the 
community relations unit that had worked closely with the African American 
population, thereby alienating yet another community of color. At the moment, at 
least, Seattle does not seem a model for good police-community relations. 


The Williams Killing: A Taboo Subject at the NACOLE Conference 


You might think that the 
Williams incident would have 
been a major topic of discussion 
at the NACOLE conference. 
However, most of the conference 
presenters carefully avoided 
even the slightest reference to it. 
The silence was finally broken 
on the last day of the conference 
when Cydney Gillis (photo), a 
reporter for the Real Change 
News, a street newspaper in 
Seattle, brought it up in the ques- 
tion and answer session. The 
subject of the workshop was 
deadly force investigations, and 
the three panelists plus the 
moderator were all from Seattle. 
It would seem to be a highly 
appropriate place to mention the 
Williams incident, yet none of 
the presenters had even touched 
upon it. 


Gillis wanted to know what the 
panelists thought about certain 
members of the police 
department who, after the 





Key Statistics from new BC Civil Liberties Association Report 


The BCCLA collected coroner’s inquest data from British Columbia, Saskatch- 
ewan, Ontario, New Brunswick, the Yukon Territories and the Northwest 
Territories on in-custody and police involved deaths. Statistics were not available 
for Manitoba, Quebec, Nova Scotia, PEI, Newfoundland, and Nunavut. The 
following statistics come from that data: 


B.C. had the greatest number of in custody deaths (267 in the 15 years between 
1992 and 2007, with more than twice as many deaths in custody per year than any 
other province studied, including Ontario, which had 113 deaths between 1993 


Over the timeframe studied, one person died every three weeks in B.C., one every 
six and a half weeks in Ontario, one every 19.5 weeks in Saskatchewan, one 
every 31 weeks on New Brunswick, one every 45.5 weeks in the Northwest 
Territories, and one every 71 weeks in the Yukon. 


B.C. had the greatest number of deaths per year per capita of the provinces, with 
1 death for every 254,550 people per year, compared with 1 death for every 1.63 
million people per year in Ontario; 1 death for every 457,000 people per year in 
New Brunswick; and 1 death for every 392,100 people per year in Saskatchewan. 





incident, had approached Williams’ brother, also a wood carver who lives in 
Seattle. Supposedly the officers were offering their condolences to the brother, but 
they also reportedly did it in a rather insensitive way. Gillis wanted to know if this 
practice was being encouraged by the department, or what the motive might be. 


The presenters were very reluctant to answer Gillis’s question. Their reluctance is 
understandable; the Williams death is currently under investigation and they did 
not want to appear to be prejudicing the outcome. However, I am afraid that none 
of their rather generic answers gave much satisfaction to the audience. No 
presenter brought up the issue of whether it was proper for police to be talking to a 
potential witness in a future court case against the department. Were they trying to 
win his favor? Were they trying to intimidate him? Were these just well-meaning 
officers who had not thought through the ramifications of their behavior? These 
issues were all swept under the rug. 


A second questioner—Chris Stearns of the 
Navajo nation, who happens to be 
Vice-Chair of the Seattle Human Rights 
Commission—also asked the panel about 
the Williams case. He wanted to know if 
public pressure had led to the announce- 
ment that the Seattle P.D. was going to ask 
two police departments from other cities to 
review their internal investigation once it 
was completed. Again, the answers were 
rather evasive. It appeared to me that all 
the panelists were quite uncomfortable 
when asked to comment on the how the 
Williams case is being handled, and were 
reluctant to talk about it even in the most 
general terms. There we were in Seattle, 
but it seemed that, officially at least, the 
Williams case was a taboo subject. 


Curiously, on the first day of the NACOLE 
conference the US Attorney’s Office in 
Seattle announced the federal government 
would be monitoring the local investiga- 
tion of the Williams killing. This was no 
coincidence. Thomas Perez, Obama’s 
Assistant Attorney General for the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice, was the keynote speaker at the first day of the conference. 


Perez has a strong background in prosecuting police abuse cases and his presence 
in Seattle probably prompted the announcement about monitoring the Seattle 
investigation. In his presentation to the conference Perez did not mention 
Williams, but he did say that there is no reason that we cannot both reduce crime 
while at the same time protecting the constitutional rights of all people. He also 
mentioned that the Civil Rights Division was currently investigating 17 police 
departments for civil rights violations and monitoring the consent decrees of five 
other departments. 


The federal decision to monitor the investigation into the Williams case made the 
front page of the local section of the Seattle Times, and that paper linked the 
investigation to Perez’s presence at the conference. So the local media were 
making the obvious connection between the subject matter of the conference and 
the killing of Williams, even if the conference itself was oblivious to the appropri- 
ateness of the topic. That aspect of the conference was certainly a through-the- 
looking-glass experience for me. 


To their credit, the Seattle Police Department has a one-day racial profiling class 
that it will be requiring all officers to take, plus a 40-hour crisis intervention 
training that will be mandatory for all officers to complete. That training 
emphasizes the uses of calming talk to de-escalate crisis situations. So far only 
about 20 percent of the force has received the crisis intervention training. Critics 
say the training should have been completed long ago. Sadly, whenever it is 
completed it will be coming too late to do much good for John Williams. No 
wonder the native community is upset. 


Gerry Bill of Fresno, California, is Emeritus Professor of 
Sociology and American Studies at Fresno City College. He is 
Co-Chair of the Central California Criminal Justice Committee, 


oversight to Fresno. The effort finally succeeded, and an Office 
of Independent Review was established in December, 2009. 
Gerry attended the NACOLE conference in Seattle this past 
September, and this is the second of a three part series to be 
further published in the Victoria Street Newz. He may be 
contacted at gerry.bill@ gmail.com. 
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Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
2005 Election 
Ida Chong 
(BC Liberal) 


Charley Beresford 
(New Democrat) 


editor’s note: 


this poll was completed 

on October 20th and the 
article written prior to 

Gordon Campbell's 
announcement on 

November 3rd that he 

will be stepping down as 
premier as soon as the 
B.C. Liberals choose a 

new leader. 


Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
2001 Election 


Ida Chong 
(BC Liberal) 


Charley Beresford 
(New Democrat) 


Christin Geall 
(Green) 


Michael Mann 
(Marijuana Party) 


Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
2009 Election 


Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
Street Newz Poll 


Jessica Van der Veen 
(New Democrat) 


Ida Chong 
(BC Liberal) 


Ida Chong 
(BC Liberal) 


Jessica Van der Veen 
(New Democrat) 


Stephen Hender 
(Green) 
Candidate Not Yet Chosen 


L England 
ye engan (BC Conservative) 


(DR BC) 
Lindsay Budge 
(Independent) 


Steven Johns 


(Green) Steven Johns 


(Green) 





held today, the B.C. Liber- 

als would likely lose the Oak 
Bay-Gordon Head seat to the 
NDP and would be seriously 
challenged for second place in 
the riding by the resurgent B.C. 
Conservatives even though both 
the NDP and Conservatives are 
also beset with problems. 


| f a provincial election were 





That is the trend indicated in an 
exclusive public opinion survey 
conducted by secret-ballot for 
Victoria Street Newz over a five- 
week period in 16 representative 
polling divisions across the rid- 
ing. A random sample of 400 
voters (25 in each polling area) 
cast ballots, with Jessica Van der 
Veen of the NDP obtaining 189 
votes (47.3 per cent), current 
MLA Ida Chong of the BC Liber- 
als 93 votes (23.3 per cent), the 
not-yet-chosen candidate of the 
B.C. Conservatives 87 votes 
(21.8 per cent) and Steven Johns 
of the Green party 31 votes (7.8 
per cent). 


For the Liberals, the poll results 
represent a humiliating fall from 
grace in Oak Bay-Gordon Head. 
The party's share of the vote has 
plummeted by a shocking 34 
points: from 57.3 per cent in 
2001 to just 23.3 per cent in the 
poll. With numbers like these, 
Gordon Campbell's recent cabi- 
net shuffle isn't likely to make 
much difference. Nor are many 
of his dwindling band of support- 
ers likely to be reassured by his 
claim that this is just a temporary 
glitch for the Liberals and their 
support will bounce back “once 
people understand the benefits of 
the Harmonized Sales Tax.” 
Campbell’s message brings to 
mind that old joke about the last 
words of the captain of the “Ti- 
tanic”: "There's nothing to worry 
about, folks. We're just slowing 
down to take a little ice on board 
for the party tonight." 


Chong, who was recently shifted 
from minister of healthy living 
and sport to minister of science 
and universities, was first elected 
in Oak Bay-Gordon Head in 
1996, winning by 640 votes, and 
she boosted her victory margin to 
a whopping 8,799 votes in 2001. 
But that margin dwindled to 
1,427 votes in 2005, and last year 
she squeaked back in by just 561 
votes. She now appears to be in 
grave danger of being turfed out 
if she seeks a fifth term in 2013. 


But while the NDP topped the 
poll, perhaps the biggest story 
emerging from this survey is the 
strong showing by the back- 
from-the-dead Conservatives 
who obtained 21.8 per cent of the 


vote even though they have not 
yet chosen their candidate in the 
riding for the next election and 
haven't contested the Oak Bay 
seat for many years. Moreover, 
there hasn't been a Conservative 
MLA in B.C. for 32 years and 
there hasn't been a Conservative 
premier for 75 years. 


It should be noted, however, that, 
historically, Oak Bay has been 
good fighting ground for Conser- 
vatives. The last Conservative to 
sit in the B.C. house, Victor Ste- 
phens, was elected in Oak Bay in 
a 1978 by-election, and earlier 
the riding was the home base of 
diminutive Red Tory gadfly Dr. 
Scott Wallace, who led the B.C. 
Progressive Conservatives for 
many years and was a constant 
thorn in the side of both W.A.C. 
Bennett and his son Bill. 


The Street Newz poll clearly indi- 
cates this is a golden hour of op- 
portunity for the B.C. Conserva- 
tives since a lot of people obvi- 
ously don't want to vote for either 
the Liberals or NDP — but it is by 
no means certain the Conserva- 
tives will be able to take advantage 
of this opportunity since the party 
has been rocked in recent months 
by controversy and internal strife. 


The party recently suffered a 
high-profile resignation when its 
former deputy leader Chris Del- 
aney left in a huff, saying the 
Conservatives didn't do enough 
to fight against the HST, which 
Delaney vigorously opposed. 
During the anti-HST campaign, 
Delaney played the role of the 
faithful Tonto who was always at 
the side of gun-slinging Lone 
Ranger Bill Vander Zalm. Del- 
aney has now become spokesper- 
son for a new party, B.C. First, 
which was founded this past 
summer by a Vancouver Handy- 
Dart driver, Sal Vetro, who is also 
a disgruntled ex-Conservative. 
B.C. First becomes, astonish- 
ingly, the 23rd officially regis- 
tered political party in B.C. 


Meanwhile, seemingly un- 
daunted, B.C. Conservative Party 
President Wayne McGrath, a for- 
mer mayor of Vernon, has been 
busy beavering around the prov- 
ince, setting up organizational in- 
frastructure. The party is plan- 
ning to hold a leadership conven- 
tion in the spring, so it should 
become clearer then whether the 
Conservatives can get their act 
together and find a leader who 
will be credible in the eyes of 
B.C. voters. As one survey 


respondent on Windsor Road 
wryly observed: “If the Conser- 
vatives are serious about winning 
the horse race, the first thing 
they've got to do is get them- 
selves a horse." 


In any case, it is important to 
keep the poll results in perspec- 
tive. While the Conservatives 
did surprisingly well, the big 
winner was clearly the NDP - es- 
pecially considering the party has 
won the largely affluent Oak Bay 
riding only once in the 22 general 
elections the CCF-NDP has con- 
tested in B.C. since 1933. 


But despite the NDP's impressive 
showing in Oak Bay-Gordon 
Head and in a number of prov- 
ince-wide polls, there have been 
strong indications in recent weeks 
that the party might well succeed 
in snatching defeat from the jaws 
of what had seemed to be shaping 
up as a likely victory in the next 
election. As it has done so many 
times in the past, the B.C. NDP 
appears to be on the verge of 
shooting itself not just in the foot 
but in the other much more strate- 
gic parts of the body. 


Persistent rumours of discontent 
within NDP ranks with the lead- 
ership of Carole James burst into 
the open in early October when 
Cariboo North NDP MLA Bob 
Simpson publicly criticized 
James and was promptly expelled 
from the party caucus. Simpson 
said the NDP has been “wilting” 
under James’s leadership, with 
both membership and financial 
donations dropping. 


Although the rest of the caucus is 
continuing to support James’s 
leadership, at least publicly, 
much of that support seems luke- 
warm at best. As he has done so 
often over the years, the NDP’s 
stalwart country-philosopher 
Corky Evans cut through the 
flim-flam with a charismatically 
blunt statement from his home in 
the Slocan Valley: “Bob Simp- 
son’s comments remind me of 
that little boy who said what ev- 
eryone else had been afraid to say 
— that the emperor wasn’t wear- 
ing any clothes.” 


Clearly there are deep divisions 
within the B.C. NDP, with a num- 
ber of knife-wielding pretenders 
to the throne lurking in the shad- 
ows. At this point, the party 
seems to be heading almost inex- 
orably toward doing what it has 
always done best: self-destruct. 
Indeed if the NDP is looking for a 
campaign song for 2013, the most 


appropriate choice would proba- 
bly be the old M*A*S*H theme 
song, “Suicide is Painless.” 


As for the Green Party, the Oak- 
Bay Gordon Head results will 
come as a major disappointment. 
Though the Liberals appear to 
have lost a huge amount of the 
support they had in Oak Bay in 
the last election, the Greens have 
not only failed to attract disillu- 
sioned ex-Liberals but also ap- 
pear to have lost a bit of their own 
previous support. 


This is in striking contrast to what 
happened a decade ago when the 
NDP vote was collapsing across 
B.C. At that time the Greens were 
able to take advantage of the situ- 
ation and increase their share of 
the vote in Oak Bay to 18.3 per 
cent in the 2001 election from just 
2.1 per cent in 1996. This time, 
however, while the NDP and 
Conservatives are gorging them- 
selves on the decaying Liberal 
carcass, the Greens appear to be 
missing out on the feast. 


Although respondents to the 
Street Newz poll were not asked 
to give reasons for their choice of 
candidate or party, many did offer 
comments and it is clear that the 
campaign against the HST, spear- 
headed by the charismatic and 
seemingly ageless former premier 
Bill Vander Zalm, has had a huge 
impact in Oak Bay-Gordon Head, 
just as it appears to have had 
throughout the province. 


In addition, Ida Chong’s personal 
standing in the riding seems to have 
been seriously damaged by the rev- 
elation she submitted expense 
claims for $5,921 in meals last year 
even though she is paid $152,393 
as a cabinet minister and lives only 
a 20-minute drive from the legisla- 
ture. In fairness, however, it should 
be noted that local NDP MLAs de- 
clined to criticize Chong for pig- 
ging out at the public trough — pre- 
sumably because they too have 
sometimes partaken of porcine re- 
pasts at taxpayers’ expense. 


In any case, Chong now faces, 
potentially at least, a more seri- 
ous problem as the threat of recall 
looms on the horizon. If Bill 
Vander Zalm’s horde of anti-HST 
campaigners follow through on 
their plans to target Oak Bay- 
Gordon Head in a recall cam- 
paign, it is possible they might be 
able to persuade 40 per cent of 
the voters in the riding to sign a 
petition forcing a by-election in 


the constituency. — , 
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How Our Poll 
Was Conducted 


The Victoria Street Newz public opinion 
survey in Oak Bay-Gordon Head was a 
secret-ballot poll of 400 voters selected at 
random in 16 strategic polling divisions 
across the riding (25 voters each in Polls 5, 9, 
11, 16, 27, 35, 42, 52, 64, 71, 91, 95, 105, 
113, 121 and 127). 


These polls were chosen because they are a 
microcosm of the constituency. In the 2009 
election, the B.C. Liberals obtained 46.7 per 
cent of the vote in these 16 polls (compared 
to 46.5 per cent in the entire riding) and the 
Greens obtained 9.2 per cent (compared to 

9.1 per cent in the entire riding). 


Each voter participating in the survey was 
given a ballot and a small envelope. The 
question on the ballot was: 


If a provincial election were being held 
today, which candidate would you vote for 
in the Oak Bay-Gordon Head constituency? 


Ida Chong (B.C. Liberal Party) 
Steven Johns (Green Party) 
Jessica Van der Veen (New Democratic Party) 


Candidate Not Yet Chosen (B.C. 
Conservative Party). 


After secretly indicating his or her choice of 
candidate on the ballot, the voter sealed the 
ballot in the small envelope and then 
dropped it into a large sealed “ballot box" 
envelope. 


For our survey, the B.C. Liberals, NDP and 
Greens were represented by their candidates 
in the riding in 2009. But we also decided to 
include on the survey ballot a^generic 
candidate of the B.C. Conservative Party. 
That decision was made for three reasons: 
(1) The B.C. Conservatives have been 
consistently showing up on the radar screen 
in recent province-wide opinion polls. (2) 
B.C. Conservative Party President Wayne 
McGrath personally assured us his party 
plans to run a candidate in Oak Bay-Gordon 
Head in 2013. (3) From the earliest days of 
party politics in B.C., Oak Bay has been an 
area in which Conservative candidates have 
enjoyed considerable success. 


We would like to thank all the people in Oak 
Bay-Gordon Head who cast ballots in our 
survey for their wonderful co-operation in 
helping us carry out successfully this exercise 
in participatory journalism. 


Gordon Pollard has conducted seven previous 
constituency polls for Victoria Street Newz, for 

the 2005 and 2009 B.C. elections and the 2006 
and 2006 federal elections. All seven accurately 
predicted the election results. In last year’s 
provincial election, for example, Street Newz 
predicted Carole James would win in Victoria- 
Beacon Hill with 55.6 per cent of the vote and Rob 
Fleming in Victoria-Swan Lake with 60.0 per cent. 
James won with 55.4 per cent and Fleming with 
60.5 per cent. 
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Exclusive Opinion Foll.... continued from page 9 


Frankly, however, I think that is very 
unlikely. The impression I got while 
conducting the poll is that while there 
is a lot of resentment toward Chong 
and widespread feeling that it is time 
for a change in the riding, there doesn’t 
appear to be the kind of white-hot hos- 
tility that would be needed for a recall 
effort to have any realistic chance of 
success. Ithink it is much more likely 
Chong will lurch along (Or in Ida's 
case should we say “lunch” along?) for 
another couple of years and then an- 
nounce her retirement from politics 
just before the 2013 election. 


One survey respondent in the Hillcrest 
area summed up the general sentiment 
in the riding quite well. “Ida,” he said, 
"should be given a chance to fade into 
the sunset at the next election — but, if 
she doesn't, she'll be catapulted into 
the sunset.” Another voter, on Tor- 
quay Drive, added: “it was stupid of 
Ida to waste so much public money on 
meals — but if we recalled every MLA 
who did something stupid, there would 
be nobody left in the legislature.” 


In any case, for the Liberals the next 
order of business is clearly choosing a 
new leader since Gordon Campbell 
has about as much chance of winning a 
fourth term as Sarah Palin has of be- 
coming head of Mensa International. 
But the Liberals’ biggest problem is 
that their legislative caucus is, to put it 
charitably, not suffering from any em- 
barrassment of riches when it comes to 
credible leadership contenders. 


Before the furor over the HST, the 
odds-on favourite to take over as Lib- 
eral leader was Finance Minister Colin 
Hansen, whose dreams of becoming 
premier have been common knowledge 
for years. But now those dreams have 
been shattered by Hansen’s convoluted 
pants-on-fire denials that the govern- 
ment’s plans for the HST were hatched 
before the last election. 


Meanwhile, Attorney General Mike de 
Jong’s well-known leadership aspira- 
tions were also dealt a severe blow re- 
cently when the long-running BC Rail 
trial was brought to a sudden sleazy 
let’s-make-a-deal conclusion just as 
former finance minister Gary Collins 
was about to testify and after it had 
been disclosed that Gordon Campbell 
might also be called to testify. De 
Jong’s clumsy, fumbling attempts to 
explain away this sordid scandal were 
even more ridiculously unconvincing 
than Hansen’s story about the HST. 


One other Liberal MLA who has been 
mentioned as a possible leadership 
candidate is Health Minister Kevin 
Falcon, but it is not likely he will be 
able to grab the brass ring. Though he 
sometimes displays a certain eccentric 
charm, Falcon is too far to the right 
and a bit too “off-the-wall” to garner 
broad-based support. He is truly quite 
a strange bird. In fact, he is the only 
“falcon” in the world that has two right 
wings but no left wing. 


In view of the dearth of leadership tal- 
ent in their caucus, the Liberals may 
have to cast about for a new leader 
from outside the legislature. While 
Surrey mayor Diane Watts and former 
education minister turned talk-show 
host Christy Clark are possible candi- 
dates, both have to be regarded, realis- 
tically, as lightweight longshots. The 
Liberals’ best hope by far of retaining 


power rests with super-smooth finance 
minister Carole Taylor. 


Indeed, the leadership is likely Tay- 
lor's more or less for the asking if she 
decides she wants it. Although Taylor 
has constantly denied she is interested 
in returning to provincial politics and 
was recently appointed chancellor of 
simon Fraser University, many still 
believe she would dearly love to end 
her career as premier of B.C. But she 
won't run for the Liberal leadership 
unless she feels totally confident she 
can win the next election. The last 
thing she wants is to be remembered as 
another Kim Campbell or Rita John- 
ston, who became pathetic footnotes in 
Canadian political history as eleventh- 
hour captains of the Brian Mulroney 
“Titanic” and Bill Vander Zalm “Ti- 
tanic” respectively. So it remains to be 
seen whether we mere mortals will ac- 
tually get to witness the Second Com- 
ing of Carole Taylor complete with the 
corporate media singing the hallelujah 
chorus in the background. 


During her relatively short stint as 
B.C.’s finance minister, Taylor became 
the darling of Howe Street and the cor- 
porate media. Her main claim to fame 
(or notoriety depending on one's point 
of view) was shoveling out truckloads 
of public money to bribe workers with 
so-called “signing bonuses" so they 
wouldn't go on strike during the 2010 
Winter Olympics. Obviously the days 
when one could bribe effectively with 
just 30 pieces of silver are long gone! 


In any event, it is far from certain that 
she would be able to provide a Taylor- 
made solution to all of the B.C. Liber- 
als’ problems (and yes, folks, that is 
about as bad as a pun can get!). Though 
she looks much younger, Taylor will 
be 67 years old in 2013 — two years 
older than the departing Gordon 
Campbell. Moreover, Taylor's plastic 
smile and noblesse oblige persona 
might well come across as irritatingly 
smarmy and cloying to a lot of lower- 
income British Columbians, especially 
in rural areas. 


Also on the subject of leadership, spec- 
ulation persists that Bill Vander Zalm 
just won't be able to resist making one 
last foray into the B.C. political arena 
— but I think that is very unlikely. For 
all his great charm and faa-ann-tastic 
energy, the Zalm, now 76, is far too old 
— and, of course, he carries more bag- 
gage than a whole fleet of jumbo jets. 
In fact, the talk of a possible political 
comeback by the Zalm reminds me of 
that old joke about the guy with his arm 
in a sling who is asked, “Have an acci- 
dent?” “No, thanks,” he replies, “I’ve 
already had one.” 


In the final analysis, however, the only 
thing that is ever really certain about 
B.C. politics is that nothing is ever cer- 
tain. Way back in days of yore (and 
W.A.C. Bennett) one political wag 
made the sage observation that *B.C. 
is such a weird place that while things 
might sometimes seem a little surpris- 
ing, nothing is ever very surprising." 
Having now watched the bizarre world 
of B.C. politics for more than half a 
century, I can see how right that fellow 
was. Indeed, if a sasquatch were to 
win a seat in the legislature in the next 
provincial election, I would be a bit 
surprised — but not really very sur- 
prised. 
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Portland, the Paulsons, and Bye Bye Baseball 


has become the latest casualty in a two- 

year-long battle with the local sports 
franchise bosses over whether the Rose City 
would become the latest locale to pay for a 
massive, publicly funded stadium. The people 
said no so the owners shamefully sold the 
minor league Portland Beavers to an out of 
state buyer. Greed may have killed baseball in 
Portland. 


But these aren’t just any ordinary owners. 
They’re Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson 
and his 30-something son Merritt who 
parachuted into Portland in 2007. The son is 
80% owner while the father - the Bush cabinet 
official who infamously flung a 3-page TARP 
proposal in front of Congress that was 
“non-reviewable...by any court of law or any 
administrative agency" - holds the rest.' 


|: Portland, Oregon, professional baseball 


The Paulsons still hold sway over the Portland 
Timbers soccer team, but they've sold the 
baseball Beavers to a group led by San Diego 
Padres owner Jeff Moorad ^ 


The local media didn't blame the Paulsons for 
selling out baseball from the city, but the 
people of Portland for not supporting the 
socializing of stadium debt. John Canzano, 
the lead sports columnist for the Orego- 

nian, ranted that city leaders “sat in the 
shadows, shrugging at one another, afraid to 
ask Portland to act like a major city...What 
kind of city does Portland want to be?" 


Put simply, it's a city that should be emulated 
across a country that has been soaked by 
public-funding stadium scams. Canzano's 
yipping aside, the real story about how the 
city turned the Paulsons back, should be 
shouted from the hills. 


In the Rose City, citizens banded together and 
stopped the shakedown. When boosters tried 
to foist the baseball stadium on the working- 
class neighborhood of Lents, residents across 
the political spectrum formed Friends of 
Lents,’ a group that heckled Paulson Jr. at 
public meetings and eventually scuttled the 
absurd proposal to divert already allocated 
scarce urban renewal funds to multi-million- 
aires. 


After the citizens of Lents turned them back, 
Portland Mayor Sam Adams suggested tearing 
down the Memorial Coliseum, but war vets 
protested vociferously alongside angry 
architects who wanted to preserve the 
building's unique glass frame as a *modernist 
marvel." (Architects of Portland, unite! You 
have nothing to lose but your pocket 
protectors!)Then the Paulsons attempted to put 
the baseball team in suburban Beaverton where 
community organizers, local business owners, 
and elected officials turned them away. 


As the process unfolded, Merritt Paulson 
changed his company's name from Shortstop 
LLC to Peregrine LLC. If you're not an 
ornithologist you should know that the 
peregrine falcon is a cosmopolitan bird of 
prey that swoops in and feasts on unsuspect- 
ing everyday birds like ducks and pigeons. 
Fortunately for Portland, activists have 
refused to play the role of sitting ducks. 


What's more, activists accomplished this in 
the face of unflinching pro-Paulson 
boosterism from the local newspaper, 

the Oregonian. While Merritt Paulson 
challenged critics “to find a better deal out 
there for the city," the Oregonian chastised 
those who took up the challenge as 
"shortsighted." The editorial board wrote 


by Jules Boykoff and Dave Zirin 


condescendingly, “Portlanders have a bad 
habit of thinking small.” * Even with the 
mainstream mass-media deck stacked against 
them, activists, their allies, and the 
independent media pressed ahead, ultimately 
reducing the Paulsons’ audacious $85 million 
ask to $11.9 million in city loans that will be 
repaid through a “spectator fund” comprised 
of parking and ticket revenue from NBA and 
MLS games. This money will go toward the 
new soccer stadium only as the baseball team 
is now tragically gone. 


That’s not to say it was a total victory. 
Taxpayers are still doling out nearly $12 
million to the super-rich rather than putting 
that revenue toward social services, mass 
transit, or the dilapidated infrastructure. In 
Portland, the Sellwood Bridge recently earned 
a National Bridge Inventory safety rating of 
two (out of one hundred), while the I-35W 
bridge that collapsed in 2007 scored a fifty”. 
The true cost of such priorities was seen in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul in 2008, when the 
Mississippi River bridge collapsed the same 
week a $300 million public stadium was due 
to break ground. 


Portland did not have to lose its baseball 
team. The Paulsons didn't need the taxpayer 
to become their sugar daddy when Daddy 
Paulson is worth [sic] $700 million. And 
thanks to a loophole in the tax code, Paulson 
saved a whopping $100 million when he 
moved from Goldman Sachs to head the 
Treasury Department in 2006. By simply 
scoring a "certificate of divestiture" from the 
Office of Government Ethics, Paulson was 
free to sell off his 3.23 million Goldman 
shares - valued at approximately $484 million 
- without paying a penny of taxes. 


This gargantuan tax break alone would have 
covered the entire stadium-building scheme 
from start to finish without any public 
financing whatsoever. Clearly, they could 
have afforded land for their stadium-building 
venture, but going this route would have 
meant paying for the project themselves. That 
would have meant breaking the unwritten 
code of domino theory in owner-land. If you 
pay your own way, others might be pushed to 
do the same. 


The Paulsons sold the Beavers down the 
Willamette River and out of Portland. We 
have to raise more options than either forking 
over tax dollars to aristocrats or losing the 
team. It's time to start looking at what it 
would mean to press for public ownership if 
billionaires won't play ball. What better city 
to start with than Portland? And who better to 
start with, than the Paulsons? 


Dave Zirin is the author of 


Bad Sports: How Owners are 


Ruining the Games We Love 
(Scribner). This article was 


originally published at www. 
TheNation.com. Receive 

his column every week by 
emailing dave@ edgeofsports. 
com. 





Sources: 

' www.thenation.com/article/cop-beat 

? www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_ 16344085 ?nclick_ 
check=1 

? www.lentspark.blogspot.com/ 

^ www.oregonlive.com/ opinion/index.ssf/2008/12/ 
stoking the hopes of majorleag.html 

> findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4184/is_20071005/ 

ai n21036396/ 


€ www forbes.com/2006/06/01/ paulson-tax-loophole- 
cx jh  O0602paultax.html 
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Ms) Norma Jean's 
“E Vegan Not Nog 


21 oz. firm silken tofu, 
crumbled 


E 2 cups rice or soy or 
almond milk 


2/5 cup light brown or 
turbinado sugar 


1/4 tsp salt 
1 cup cold water 


1 cup rum or brandy 
(optional) 


Put everything in a 
blender and mix it up 
real good. Make it 
ahead of time, then 
blend it with ice just 
before serving. You 
might be surprised 
how yummy it is! 


Submitted by Mark Idczak, 
who has great admiration 
and respect for Norma Jean. 





Retour de Zalm 


Dreamt the zalm came premier again 
not in some beer-hall putsch 

butt botanical garden putsch 

his friends profiled as flowers 

his foes profiled as grungy weeds 
his party thugs dutch soccer players! 
His socred ... er ... liberal ... er ... 
independent mind ruthlessly 

rooted out thinking humankind 

and made, sans hst of coors, 

all of “beautiful BC” into 

] huge overdeveloped 

mean green 

machine! 


(john alan douglas 


=.) Unthinkable! 


| was out sowing the seeds of revolution in the clarity 

of February’s heatless sun when | saw her yarding 

on a pipe wrench, trying to pop the head off a 

parking meter. Her straw-blonde hair bobbed each time 
she jerked the iron bar. | could hear her grunts from thirty 
feet away—me and my fistful of pamphlets flogging 
existential aphorisms for self-liberation from the Herd Mind. 
My entire revolutionary enterprise was invisible 

in her hunger-struck fever on this Sunday afternoon 

along this empty gut of sidewalk in Nanaimo’s battered 
core—the so-called Red Zone 

from which “undesirables” are banned (even though 

most of them are addicts, and this is where the needle 
exchange and homeless shelter and soup kitchen 

are located). The private police force hired by 

downtown storekeepers was nowhere in sight on this 
particular side street. When | could see the grease stain 

on her nylon jacket, she woke from her Zen practice, shoved 
the wrench inside her coat and retreated to a door stoop, 
moulding herself into a faceless heap of thrift-store rags, hidden 
in plain sight. Just more anonymous 

curbside detritus. As | passed, | wanted to apologize 

for intruding, for interrupting her survival, for being so pathetic 
as to think | could change anything by peppering 

the streets with Sartre, Camus, Thoreau, neatly parsed into 
bite-size portions for close-cropped minds. Confronted 

by such compression of life, | saw my puny grasp 

held no sufficient offering. | glanced but did not gawk 

as | passed this primal lump, this uncarved block 

of wood, this dark that hoods the light, this nothingness 
that will take flight as ten thousand things, 

this seed. 


©kim Goldberg, from her book of poetry titled RED ZONE, available 
at Munro’ or by emailing goldberg@nct.ca. 








The Kick It Over 
Manifesto 





radical ory 


. 
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We, the undersigned, make this accusation: that you, 
the teachers of neoclassical economics and the students 
that you graduate, have perpetuated a gigantic fraud 
upon the world. 


You claim to work in a pure science of formula and 
law, but yours is a social science, with all the fragility 
and uncertainty that this entails. We accuse you of 
pretending to be what you are not. 


You hide in your offices, protected by your mathemati- 
cal jargon, while in the real world, forests vanish, 
species perish and human lives are callously destroyed. 
We accuse you of gross negligence in the management 
of our planetary household. 


You have known since its inception that one of your 
measures of economic progress, the Gross Domestic 
Product, is fundamentally flawed and incomplete, and 
yet you have allowed it to become a global standard, 
reported day in, day out in every form of media. We 
accuse you of recklessly projecting an illusion of 
progress. 


You have done great harm, but your time is coming to a 
close. Your systems are crumbling, your flaws 
increasingly laid bare. An economic revolution has 
begun, as hopeful and determined as any in history. We 
will have our clash of economic paradigms, we will 
have our moment of truth, and out of each will come a 
new economics - open, holistic, human scale. 


On campus after campus, we will chase you old goats 
out of power. Then, in the months and years that 
follow, we will begin the work of reprogramming your 
doomsday machine. 


We can begin the process with a Econ. 101 reading list 
that includes: 


Herskovitz: Primitive Economics 

Schumacher: Small Is Beautiful 

Club of Rome report on Limits to Growth 

John Raulston Saul: The Collapse of Globalism 


Sahlins: Stone Age Economics 


Econ students should also tour Wildwood, a 161-hect- 
are forest that has been logged for over 60 years by 
ecoforester Merve Wilkinson, and today contains more 
volume of timber than it had when he started. And any 
one of TimberWest's local clearcuts. 


Submitted by Jim Erkiletian, who believes this may have been 
formulated by Economics students at UBC. 
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Making a difference 
in our community where 
we work and play 


cie the co-opetátors: 


A Better Place For You® 


Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel 


Fair Trade products 


from Palestine * Olive (il 
* aatar 
* (Nive Soap 


zatoun 
E 


Supporting the Palestinian farmers struggle for lvelihood & land. 


In Victoria visit 

Ten Thousand Villages, 

or order online at 
Zatoun.com. 


Mediation Services 
Pashta MaryMoon at (250) 383-4065 
via ened contacticemergng-beyond.ca 
Or visit http: / www.emerging-Deyond.cà 


Independent News, Arts, Music 


Victoria, British Columbia 
e-mail: info@bchannelnews.tv 


GREENKEEPERS 


bie powered ium yard care 
rett stimates 
250-5074845 — ^ 


Some Street Newz Friends & Supporters! x 


Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon rebuild and 
redistribute internet 
capable computers. 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no income people. 


For more info call Jim at 
474-3446 


Christina Nikolic 
The 250-216-3733 


LLL Organic 
O 

CEUVM " Gardener’ S 
v. i ervonenm l'antry 


lamental ingre adie nts bs P sla ints and soil 


A Fetal store and 
online shop where you 
can buy clothing, 
healthy edible seeds, 
and natural bodycare 
products. We use 
eco«frlendly materials 
auch as hemp, bamboo, 
soy, and organic 
cottons. 


qn 
HEMP & COMPANY 


1102 GOVERNMENT STREET 422 CRAICFLOWER 


i —————— 


Your premie source isduealissiias [el IET op io sil, 
leaturmg th£e best in forward thinking eco-chic asheen. 


547 Johnson Street 


ww wshiftfoshion.ca 


VictoriaHealth 
Cooperative.ca 





The Street Newz Vendor 


Want to earn some $$ and promote independent media? 


| Contact John 
at 250-886- 
53863 or visit 
him at his 
"office" near 


Pernie Pill Cr aig Debbie Doug Evelyn Fort on Douglas 
Beacon Hill Cov't St. Hillside/ Yates London Drugs Yates London Drugs Cook oF Village 


May money 

from the 

sale of this 

newspaper 

be used for 

| peace, and 

— —" € LE pass through 
Ken Richard Rose Shirley Trish healing hands. 

Douglas @ Yates Fort St. Gov't St. lames Bay Thrifty’s Interurban 


Thank You! | | Ken's surgery was 
We cancelled, and his quest | Ub 
appreciate for a motorized "M a ietoria k. Vendors pay 50 
your scooter is on-going. ; 15 pus bcd 
iri ish at Yates & “ E. PPS. 
ouglas ... maybe ^ -B i them is theirs to 


i coo you can help? keep. 





sept 


ue EIE ^ |i. Subseriptions help sustain ue! 


Paper Sabes (rom previpus mimi — 90300 


Donations roo qaos sody — Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): — | 


MUR ERU. = z 7 di } Electronic Regular Lowlncome USA Intl 
Total Strooi Wows Revenue 876.37 1738.90 1530.04 | Volume Subscriptions I 
Paper L Printer Cork 1320 HIX '! i yr i 
Poe ot o TU 

Bread & Roses Revenue Address: 

Brea A Paces Evneness 


SuüsGipsons — ! i900. — WX 9 $20 $35 $20 $40 $50 
Bread & Foe Donabon io GHE — BOD 00 

Street New? Erpansas for your clients/customers/office: 

Selen 800 00 od | 5 eopies/wth for $175/yr: 10 copies/mth for $300/ | 
Vendor Meeting 5 00 

Umcs expenses wen Tay UU U UJ UL | Just a Donation | 
Ti Siron News Expenses — " 183637" 140196" 1485.04 $10 $25 $50 $75 $100 $200 other 
Sree News 340,00 33500 75.00) | Name: 
Grants (ura) 0.00 0.00 o0] i 
lola! Hread & Hoses Hineorune UU U.IRI vod City: 

Bus Tickete [2 for 1} igna! onl un | Province/State: Postal/Zip: l 
Shee! Hent Tonaton Ble) (0 a CI RI | Phone/email: | 


TH Dresd E Rosos Expenses " pasoo s0000F pooo 
Bread A Roses FENE SEHE ERO Maili i 
Consolidated TH [£SMZ + DAR) S0500 46500 — 7250 


Please return to Victoria Street Newz 
und Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 2P6 m 
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